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5. An Orientation in Orientation 
Nobody should be subjected to that kind of assault on their identity. Being gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or trans is not a sickness; it is a fundamental part of an individual’s very identity.   
(Charlotte Nichols, Westminster Hall, 8th March 2021) 

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it.   (Jesus, Mark 8:34–35)   

1. Who we are 
Genesis 1:27-28 Image of God 

   Made to Marry 

   Made to Multiply 

   We exist in generations 

The image of God is always male or female 

Forming  Filling 

Husband  Wife 

Father    Mother 

Ephesians 5:30-31 Marriage and the calling of humanity 

  To be the bride of Christ 

  To reflect that marriage as men and women now 

2. Who we think we are 
Basic to a Christian understanding of humanity is the pervasive and destructive presence of 
sin in the heart.  

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. (Genesis 3:4–6) 

Sin means corrupt desires; we want, and we love, the wrong things.  

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (Genesis 
6:5) 

And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. (John 3:19) 

For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, 
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envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and 
they defile a person.” (Mark 7:21–23) 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we 
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind. (Ephesians 2:1–3) 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of 
the flesh, which wage war against your soul. (1 Peter 2:11) 

 

 

 

 

This has a massive effect on who we think we are. 

 No longer images of God (I hate what God has made me) 

 We want to define ourselves 

 

 

 

Hence I adopt a false identity, based on sinful desires 

3. The False identities of sin 
Romans 1:21-23 This is what all religions do. 

1:26-27 And it always affects our understanding of Male and Female. 

Version 1: Distorted versions of Male and Female   

  Men: Aggressive, Abusive, Effeminate 

  Women: Manipulative, Adulterous, Masculinised 

 Christianity is entirely opposed to these.  

Version 2: Deletion of Male and Female 

 Decide that they mean nothing 

 And that we are entirely defined by something else 

  … which, beginning about 200 years ago, has meant by our desires. 
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4. What ‘Orientation’ is 
1 Peter 2:11. 

Meet Rousseau: The real you is inside. 

Part of the “Enlightenment”. Your desires are not sinful. They are good and right and must 
be followed – they are the real you. 

i.e. our feelings are our gods, and they must be followed. Like Adam, refuse our God-given 
identity and instead believe what our hearts tell us we are. 

This has been working through Western society ever since. Identifying ourselves by our 
feelings. This is normally called ‘Secularism’ or ‘Humanism’. 

H 
H 
G 
L 
B 
T 
Q 
P 
+…. 
What it meant to Rousseau… 
What it means in practice for many… 

5. Christ and our identity 
Mark 8:34-35  Deny yourself, die to self, be raised as what you were made to be 

Romans 6:4  Death and resurrection with Christ 

1 Peter 1:14-15 Do not be conformed to your passions; but be holy as God is Holy. 

  

6. Who am I? 
Humanism says I am      Who I really am, and who Christ 
        calls me back to 

H 

L 

B  

G 

T 

Q 

P 

etc. 

 


